April 16, 2009

The Honorable John Kerry, Chairman
Foreign Relations Committee

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Lugar, Ranking Member
Foreign Relations Committee

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Kerry and Ranking Member Lugar:

We write in support of the nomination of Yale Law School Dean Harold Hongju Koh for
Legal Adviser of the U.S. Department of State. Dean Koh is exceptionally qualified for
this position.

Dean Koh is a distinguished and widely respected scholar of international law,
constitutional law and foreign affairs law. He has authored eight books, including The
National Security Constitution: Sharing Power after the Iran-Contra Affair, which won
the American Political Science Association Award in 1991 as the best book on the
American Presidency. Equally impressive are his numerous articles on international law,
foreign relations, transnational legal process, international trade, and human rights. As
the Gerard C. and Bernice Latrobe Smith Professor of International Law at Yale Law
School, he has taught international law, the Constitution and foreign affairs, international
human rights, and political science for over two decades. His accomplishments include
awards from the American Bar Association and Columbia Law School for his lifetime
achievements in international law.

Not all of us agree with every position that Dean Koh has taken in his scholarship. But
we are united in our belief that he will provide sound and expert advice to the Secretary
of State regarding the international obligations of the United States and the laws of this
nation.

Dean Koh understands the difference between the role of a scholar and that of a
government lawyer charged with representing the United States’ foreign policy interests.
He has served in both Republican and Democratic administrations, and comes to the
Legal Adviser position with previous important experience at the State Department. In
1998, he was unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate as Assistant Secretary of State
for Democracy, Human Rights and Labor. He served in the position for three years,
during which time he represented the United States before the United Nations General
Assembly and the Commission for Security and Cooperation in Europe, and at other
international fora.



It is in his capacity as a law dean that we know Dean Koh best. In that capacity he has
shown special ability to combine pragmatic managerial skill with principled public
positions. We are confident that Harold Hongju Koh, if confirmed, will serve as Legal
Adviser istinction.
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Stuart L. Deutsch
Dean & Professor of Law
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, Center for Law & Justice (Newark)

John M. A. DiPippa
Dean & Distinguished Professor of Law & Public Policy
University of Arkansas at Little Rock, William H. Bowen School of Law

Christopher F. Edley, Jr.
Dean & Honorable William H. Orrick, Jr. Distinguished Chair
University of California, Berkeley School of Law

JoAnne A. Epps
Dean & Professor of Law
Temple University, James E. Beasley School of Law



Melissa A. Essary
Dean & Professor of Law
Campbell University, Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law
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Dean & Professor of Law
St. Thomas University School of Law (Miami)
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Former Dean & current Professor of Law
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Dean & Professor of Law
Boston College Law School
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Dean & Professor of Law
Western New England College School of Law
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Victor J. Gold
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Dean & Professor of Law
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Thomas F. Guernsey
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Jack A. Guttenberg
Dean & Professor of Law
Capital University Law School

Larry K. Hellman
Dean & Professor of Law
Oklahoma City University School of Law

Patrick F. Hobbs
Dean & Professor of Law
Seton Hall University School of Law

Dennis R. Honabach
Dean & Professor of Law
Northern Kentucky University, Salmon P. Chase College of Law

Joan W. Howarth
Dean & Professor of Law
Michigan State University College of Law

Walter B. Huffman
Dean & W. Frank Newton Professor of Law
Texas Tech University School of Law

John D. Hutson
Dean & President
Franklin Pierce Law Center
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President, Dean & Professor of Law
William Mitchell College of Law
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University of Florida, Fredric G. Levin College of Law

George R. Johnson, Jr.
Dean & Professor of Law
Elon University School of Law

Carolyn C. Jones
Dean & F. Wendell Miller Professor of Law
University of Iowa College of Law



Jose R. Juarez, Jr.
Dean & Professor of Law
University of Denver College of Law

Robert H. Klonoff
Dean & Professor of Law
Lewis & Clark Law School

Lisa A. Kloppenberger
Dean & Professor of Law
University of Dayton School of Law

Harold J. Krent
Dean & Professor of Law
Chicago-Kent College of Law, Illinois Institute of Technology

Frederick M. Lawrence
Dean & Robert Kramer Research Professor of Law
The George Washington University Law School

David F. Levi
Dean & Professor of Law
Duke University School of Law

Janet K. Levit
Dean & Professor of Law
The University of Tulsa College of Law

Philip J. McConnaughay
Dean & Donald J. Farage Professor of Law
Penn State University, Dickinson School of Law

Joyce E. McConnell
William J. Maier, Jr. Dean & Thomas R. Goodwin Professor of Law
West Virginia University College of Law

Blake D. Morant
Dean & Professor of Law
Wake Forest University School of Law

Makua Mutua
Dean & Professor of Law
State University of New York at Buffalo School of Law



Charles L. Nelson
Dean & Professor of Law
Faulkner University, Thomas Goode Jones School of Law

Maureen A. O'Rourke
Dean, Professor of Law & Michaels Faculty Research Scholar
Boston University School of Law

David F. Partlett
Dean & Asa Griggs Candler Professor of Law
Emory University School of Law

Jeremy R. Paul
Dean & Thomas F. Gallivan, Jr. Professor of Law
University of Connecticut School of Law

LeRoy Pernell
Dean & Professor of Law
Florida A&M University College of Law

Raymond C. Pierce
Dean & Professor of Law
North Carolina Central University School of Law

Peter Pitegoff
Dean & Professor of Law
University of Maine School of Law

Donald L. Polden
Dean & Professor of Law
Santa Clara University School of Law

Lawrence Raful
Dean & Professor of Law
Touro College, Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center

Robert K. Rasmussen
Dean & Carl Mason Franklin Chair in Law
University of Southern California Gould School of Law

Douglas E. Ray
Dean & Professor of Law
University of Toledo College of Law



Richard L. Revesz
Dean & Lawrence King Professor of Law
New York University School of Law

Lauren K. Robel
Dean & Val Nolan Professor of Law
Indiana University School of Law - Bloomington

Gary R. Roberts
Dean & Gerald L. Bepko Professor of Law
Indiana University School of Law - Indianapolis

Leo M. Romero
Interim Dean & Professor of Law
University of New Mexico School of Law

Thomas J. Romig
Dean & Professor of Law
Washburn University School of Law

James H. Rosenblatt
Dean
Mississippi College School of Law

Karen H. Rothenberg
Dean & Marjorie Cook Professor of Law
University of Maryland School of Law

David Rudenstine
Dean, Sheldon H. Solow Professor of Law & Vice President, Legal Education
Yeshiva University, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

Lawrence Gene Sager
Dean, Alice Jane Drysdale Sheffield Regents Chair & John Jeffers Res. Chair in Law
The University of Texas School of Law

Bradley Saxton
Dean & Professor of Law
Quinnipiac University School of Law

Michael H. Schill
Dean & Professor of Law
University of California at Los Angeles School of Law



Kurt L. Schmoke
Dean & Professor of Law
Howard University School of Law

Geoffrey B. Shields
President, Dean & Professor of Law
Vermont Law School

Andrew J. Simons
Acting Dean & Professor of Law
St. John's University School of Law

Rodney A. Smolla
Dean & Roy L. Steinheimer, Jr. Professor of Law
Washington & Lee University School of Law

Aviam Soifer
Dean & Professor of Law
University of Hawaii William S. Richardson School of Law

Emily A. Spieler
Dean & Hadley Professor of Law
Northeastern University School of Law

Dennis Stone
Interim Dean
Charlotte School of Law

Leonard P. Strickman
Dean & Professor of Law
Florida International University College of Law

Ellen Y. Suni
Dean & Marvin Lewis Rich Faculty Scholar and Professor of Law
University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law

Symeon C. Symeonides
Dean & Alex L. Parks Distinguished Professor of Law
Willamette University College of Law

Kellye Y. Teste

Dean & Professor of Law
Seattle University School of Law
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Bradley J.B. Toben
Dean & Gov'r Bill & Vara Faye Daniel Professor of Law
Baylor University School of Law

William Michael Treanor
Dean & Professor of Law
Fordham University School of Law

Barry R. Vickery
Dean & Professor of Law
University of South Dakota School of Law

Jack M. Weiss
Chancellor
Louisiana State University Law Center

Frederic White
Dean & Professor of Law
Texas Wesleyan University School of Law

Rebecca H. White
Dean & J. Alton Hosch Professor of Law
University of Georgia School of Law

Frank H. Wu
Former Dean
Wayne State University Law School

David N. Yellen
Dean & Professor of Law

Loyola University, Chicago, School of Law

(The views expressed in this letter are the personal views of the signers. Titles and
institutional affiliations are shown for identification purposes only.)
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