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April 20, 2009 
 
The Honorable Richard Lugar 
Ranking Member, Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Lugar: 
 

Many thanks for taking the time to speak with me today.  I am writing, as we 
discussed, in support of Harold Koh, who has been nominated by President Obama to be 
Legal Adviser at the U.S. Department of State.  I am well familiar with both the position 
(having served in the Office of the Legal Adviser during the Reagan Administration) and the 
man. 
 

Dean Koh has been a friend for more than 20 years.  In 1993, we taught a class 
together at Yale Law School on international trade.  While I have vigorously disagreed with 
a number of Dean Koh’s legal and policy positions, I have never doubted his competence or 
integrity.  He is an extraordinarily intelligent and well-informed expert on international law.  
And he is a patriot, who has demonstrated many times in the past his commitment to public 
service. 
 

It is my longstanding view that a president is entitled to the timely confirmation of 
qualified nominees for positions in his Administration.  During my tenure in the Bush 
Administration, I disapproved strongly of the blockage of well-qualified, honorable nominees 
for political or ideological reasons.  That remains my view with respect to nominees of the 
Obama Administration. 
 

I hope these comments are useful.  Please let me know if I can ever be of any 
assistance. 
 

With respect and best regards, 
  
 
 

Joshua Bolten 
 
 
 
cc: The Honorable John Kerry 
 Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations 
 United States Senate 
 Washington, DC 20510 


