
April 27, 2009 
 

 
HAND DELIVERY  
 
Senator John F. Kerry, Chairman 
Senator Richard G. Lugar, Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Foreign Relations  
United States Senate 
Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Re: Confirmation of Dean Harold Hongju Koh as Legal Adviser, Department of State 
 
Dear Chairman Kerry and Senator Lugar: 
 
We write to express our strong support for President Obama’s nomination of Harold 
Hongju Koh, Dean and Gerard C. and Bernice Latrobe Smith Professor of International 
Law at the Yale Law School, to serve as Legal Adviser of the Department of State and 
urge a favorable report by your Committee on Senate confirmation of Dean Koh.  While 
we have listed our professional affiliations for identification, each of us speaks only in a 
personal capacity. 
 
Each of us has personal knowledge of Dean Koh’s ability, accomplishments and 
reputation through our professional activities as government officials, international civil 
servants, practitioners, law professors, and active participants in the real-world 
application and scholarship of international law.  We are joined together in our belief that 
Dean Koh has the integrity, intellect, professional experience and personal commitment 
to excellence that are required to advise Secretary of State Clinton on the challenging 
legal issues that she will face over the next several years.  We share a deep respect for his 
talent and character, which we believe admirably equip him to fulfill with distinction the 
responsibilities of Legal Adviser. 
 
In October 1990, a Joint Committee of the American Branch of the International Law 
Association and the American Society of International Law completed a two-year study 
titled “The Role of the Legal Adviser of the Department of State” (85 Am. J. Int’l L. 358 
(1991)).  The thirty-four members of the Joint Committee included nine former Legal 
Advisers and a former counsel to the President.  An Advisory Group that assisted the 
Joint Committee included two former Secretaries of State, a former U.S. Attorney 
General and other former U.S. and foreign government officials.  The Joint Committee’s 
final report analyzes in depth the complex responsibilities of the Legal Adviser.  It 
discusses the many difficulties – legal, bureaucratic, and practical – that even the most 
qualified occupant of that office faces.  The 1990 report recommends that the President 
and Secretary of State, “in considering the qualifications of candidates for Legal Adviser 
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of the Department of State, should give substantial weight to the desirability of prior 
experience and standing in the field of international law.” 
 
We believe that Dean Koh’s career exemplifies the experience that the Committee had in 
mind in making this recommendation and that he enjoys the high standing in our 
profession that the Joint Committee emphasized.  In particular, we believe that Dean Koh 
would admirably fulfill what the 1990 report called the “first responsibility” of the Legal 
Adviser – “to tell the Secretary of State and Administration candidly and objectively 
what existing law is or requires in a given situation” and to ensure that they receive 
“competent, objective and honest advice as to the legal consequences of proposed courses 
of action and decisions” so that they can make “informed and intelligent foreign policy 
judgments or properly balance the national interests involved.”  We are confident that 
Dean Koh would support and advance United States foreign policy options that would 
respect not only our national interests and values but also our Nation’s legal obligations 
and international standing. 
 
Each of us appreciates this opportunity to present our views to your Committee and 
would be happy to speak further with you or your staff about our enthusiastic support for 
Dean Koh’s confirmation by the Senate.   
 
cc:  Dean Harold Hongju Koh 
 
Signatories in Alphabetical Order: 
 
William J. Aceves, 
 California Western School of Law 
 
George H. Aldrich, 
 Judge, Iran-United States Claims Tribunal 
 
Jose E. Alvarez, 
 Columbia Law School 
 
Diane Marie Amann, 
 University of California, Davis, School of Law 
 
Catherine M. Amirfar, 
 Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 
 
Elizabeth Andersen, 
 American Society of International Law  
 
David R. Andrews, 
 Former Legal Adviser, Department of State 
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Donald B. Ayer, 
 Jones Day 
 
John Q. Barrett,  
 St. John's University School of Law 
 
David J. Bederman, 
 Emory University School of Law 
 
Joseph C. Bell, 
 Hogan & Hartson LLP 
 
John B. Bellinger, III, 
 Arnold & Porter LLP; former Legal Adviser, Department of State 
 
Murray J. Belman,  
 Washington, D.C. 
 
Richard B. Bilder, 
 University of Wisconsin Law School  
 
Andrea K. Bjorklund, 
 University of California, Davis, School of Law 
 
Daniel Bodansky, 
 University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Stephen V. Bomse, 
 Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP 
 
Christopher J. Borgen,  
 St. John’s University School of Law 
 
Ronald A. Brand,  
 University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
 
Roberta Brilmayer, 
 Yale Law School 
 
Thomas Buergenthal, 
 Judge, International Court of Justice 
 
Stephen B. Burbank, 
 University of Pennsylvania Law School 
 
John M. Burkoff, 
 University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
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Jonathan Carlson,  
 University of Iowa College of Law 
 
David D. Caron, 
 School of Law, University of California at Berkeley 
 
James H. Carter,  
 Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 
 
Antonia Chayes, 
 Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 
 
Janie Chuang  
 American University Washington College of Law 
 
W. Laurence Craig, 
 Miami, Florida 
 
John R. Crook, 
 Potomac, MD 
 
Anthony D’Amato 
 Northwestern Law School 
 
Dorinda G. Dallmeyer,  
 University of Georgia 
 
Lori F. Damrosch,  
 Columbia Law School 
 
Laura Dickinson, 
 Arizona State University Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law 
 
William S. Dodge, 
 University of California, Hastings College of the Law 
 
Donald Francis Donovan,  
 Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 
 
Jeffrey L. Dunoff, 
 Temple University Beasley School of Law  
 
Stuart E. Eizenstat, 
 Covington & Burling LLP 
 
Richard Falk, 
 Princeton University 
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Mary D. Fan, 
 American University Washington College of Law 
 
Stephanie Farrior, 
 Vermont Law School 
 
Harry M. Flechtner, 
 University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
 
Eleanor Fox, 
 New York University School of Law  
 
Thomas Franck, 
 New York University School of Law 
 
Ryan Goodman,  
 Harvard Law School 
 
Stephen E. Gottlieb,  
 Albany Law School 
 
Claudio Grossman, 
 American University Washington College of Law 
 
Peter H. Halewood, 
 Albany Law School 
 
Herbert J. Hansell,  
 Jones, Day (ret.); former Legal Adviser, Department of State 
 
Conrad K. Harper, 
 Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP; former Legal Adviser, Department of State 
 
H. Stephen Harris, Jr., 
 Jones Day 
 
Laurence R. Helfer, 
 Vanderbilt University Law School 
 
Richard W. Hulbert, 
 Brooklyn, New York 
 
John H. Jackson, 
 Georgetown University Law Center 
 
O. Thomas Johnson, Jr.,  
 Covington & Burling LLP 
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Paul W. Kahn, 
 Yale Law School 
 
Susan L. Karamanian, 
 George Washington University Law School 
 
Theodore Kill, 
 Law Clerk, International Court of Justice 
 
Frederic L. Kirgis 
 Washington & Lee University School of Law 
 
Janet K. Levit, 
 University of Tulsa College of Law 
 
Jeremy I. Levitt, 
 Florida A&M University College of Law 
 
Cynthia Crawford Lichtenstein, 
 Boston College Law School 
 
Lance Liebman, 
 Columbia Law School  
 
Andreas F. Lowenfeld, 
 New York University School of Law 
 
Lucinda A. Low, 
 Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
 
Timothy D. Lytton,  
 Albany Law School 
 
Daniel B. Magraw, Jr.,  
 Center for International Environmental Law 
 
Stephen C. McCaffrey, 
 University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law 
 
Margaret E. McGuinness, 
 University of Missouri School of Law 
 
Tom McNamara,  
 Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP 
 
Richard A. Meserve,  
 Carnegie Institution for Science 
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Laura Ariane Miller,  
 Nixon Peabody LLP 
 
Elliott S. Milstein,  
 American University Washington College of Law 
 
John Norton Moore 
 University of Virginia School of Law 
 
Sean D. Murphy, 
 George Washington University Law School 
 
Makau Mutua, 
 University at Buffalo Law School  
 
John E. Noyes, 
 California Western School of Law 
 
Christiana Ochoa,  
 Indiana University Maurer School of Law - Bloomington 
 
Philip D. O'Neill, Jr., 
 Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge LLP 
 
Hari M. Osofsky, 
 Washington & Lee University School of Law 
 
Nancy K. Ota,  
 Albany Law School 
  
Roberts Owen,  
 Covington & Burling LLP; former Legal Adviser, Department of State 
 
Bernard H. Oxman, 
 University of Miami School of Law 
 
Lucy Reed,  
 Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer US LLP 
 
W. Michael Reisman,  
 Yale Law School 
 
Davis R. Robinson, 
 Brock Capital Group, LLC; former Legal Adviser, Department of State 
 
Douglas E. Rosenthal, 
 Constantine Cannon LLP 
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Arthur W. Rovine, 
 Fordham Law School 
 
Douglas Rutzen,  
 International Center for Not-for-Profit Law 
 
Beth Van Schaack,  
 Santa Clara University School of Law. 
 
Michael P. Scharf, 
 Case Western Reserve University School of Law 
 
Stephen M. Schwebel,  
 Former Judge, International Court of Justice 
 
Gregory Shaffer, 
 University of Minnesota Law School 
 
Ann Shalleck, 
 American University Washington College of Law 
 
Dinah L. Shelton,  
 George Washington University Law School 
 
Linda J. Silberman, 
 New York University School of Law 
 
Kent D.B. Sinclair,  
 Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
 
Ronald C. Slye, 
 Seattle University School of Law 
 
Robert H. Smit,  
 Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP 
 
Jane M. Spinak, 
 Columbia Law School 
 
Eric Stein, 
 University of Michigan Law School 
 
Richard H. Steinberg, 
 UCLA School of Law 
 
Adam N. Steinman, 
 University of Cincinnati College of Law 
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David P. Stewart 
 Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Jane Stromseth,  
 Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Stephen D. Susman, 
 Susman Godfrey LLP 
 
Symeon C. Symeonides, 
 Willamette University College of Law 
 
Bart M.J. Szewczyk,  
 Law Clerk, International Court of Justice. 
 
William H. Taft, IV, 
 Fried, Frank, Harris, Schriver & Jacobson; former Legal Adviser, Department of State 
 
Louise Ellen Teitz,  
 Roger Williams University School of Law 
 
Joel P. Trachtman,  
 Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 
 
Michael Traynor, 
 Berkeley, California 
 
Robert L. Tsai,  
 American University Washington College of Law 
 
Peter D. Trooboff, 
 Covington & Burling LLP 
 
Detlev Vagts, 
 Harvard Law School 
 
Carlos Manuel Vázquez, 
 Georgetown Law University Law Center 
 
Patricia M. Wald, 
 Chief Judge, USCA (D.C. circuit )(ret); Judge, International Criminal Tribunal for the 
 former Yugoslavia (ret.) 
 
Rhonda Wasserman, 
 University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
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Melissa A. Waters, 
 Washington University School of Law 
 
Ruth Wedgwood, 
 School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University 
 
Edith Brown Weiss, 
 Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Burns H. Weston,  
 University of Iowa College of Law 
 
James Q. Whitman, 
 Yale Law School 
 
Adrien K. Wing, 
 University of Iowa College of Law 
 
Professor Donna Young, 
 Albany Law School 
 


